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Dear students and families,

I am happy to share with you the travel programs for the 2016-17 school year and to highlight the educa-
tional opportunities that extend beyond our campus. Hotchkiss faculty run a variety of programs that are 
tied to the School’s curriculum and help students hone skills and learn in ways that are not possible here in 
Lakeville. At the same time, these sojourns abroad – whether in the U.S. or to other countries – are rooted in 
the Hotchkiss academic and co-curricular program.

In addition to Hotchkiss programs, there are other options for travel. Our membership in Round Square of-
fers students the chance to participate in the Round Square International Service (RSIS) Projects during the 
summer, and each year, students have gone on fourth marking period exchanges to some of the 150 Round 
Square schools in 40 countries, as well as to other schools with which we have partnered in France, Germany, 
and South Africa.

An electronic application for all of the programs in this catalog will be shared with students. Instructions for 
applying for grants from the Funds for Global Understanding, which support travel, cultural immersion, and 
community-based work in the developing world will also be made available to them.

To learn more about any of the programs described here, please contact the leaders listed in this brochure. 
More extensive itineraries, actual costs, and a schedule for pre-departure orientation sessions will be available 
in the months to come.

Important Deadlines:
Dec. 5, 2016, 5 p.m.: Program applications and grant proposals for winter and March Break Hotchkiss pro-
grams, exchanges and RSIS Projects, and Hotchkiss in Sweden are due.

Feb. 13, 2017, 5 p.m.: Program applications and grant proposals for summer Hotchkiss programs and grant 
proposals for other summer travel are due.

Please contact me with any questions, and I hope that you have fun exploring these opportunities!

David L. Thompson
Director of International Programs
dthompso@hotchkiss.org
+ 1 860-435-3179
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This four-day immersion into French-Canadian culture and 
language is a wonderful opportunity to improve language skills and 
see the material covered in class come alive.

This program is open to all students of French 350 and 380. 
Students and teachers will spend three nights with carefully chosen 
Québécois host families, and a bilingual guide will lead daytime 
activities.

Our itinerary will include a variety of cultural and historical visits, 
classes, and a meal at a local school, as well as several outdoor 
activities in the brisk winter air. Students will be prepared for the 
immersion aspect of the trip through readings and discussions on 
French-Canadian culture that are part of the third-year French 
curriculum.

Please note: The program is open to students in French 350 and 
380; as it is part of the curriculum, there is a different application 
process. Hats, mittens, snow boots, and French are required! 
Depending on citizenship, students may require visas, and should 
begin the process as soon as the group is selected. The program will 
be limited to a maximum of 28 students.

January 7 - 10, 2017

Hotchkiss in 
Québec

APPROXIMATE COST 
$550
Includes transportation, all 
meals, accommodations, and  
program.

LEADERS
Sarinda Wilson 
Wendy Levithan
John Dreger
Carmen Dockery Perkins

APPLICATION  DEADLINE
Applications are due by Nov. 1.
A $350 deposit is due by  
Nov. 15 for those selected. 
Forms and full payment are due 
on Dec. 5.
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March 10 - 18, 2017

Habitat for Humanity,
Taos, New Mexico 

APPROXIMATE COST
$1,000 
Includes airfare to New Mexico, 
all meals, accommodation, 
ground transportation, and 
program. Does not include 
return airfare.

LEADER
Susan Park

APPLICATION  DEADLINE
Dec. 5, 2016, by 5 p.m.

Hotchkiss’s Habitat for Humanity chapter offers students the chance 
to participate in the Collegiate Challenge Spring Break building 
program. 

The group will spend one week in partnership with the Habitat 
affiliate of Taos, New Mexico where we will work to establish 
affordable housing for families in the area. The group will stay at a 
church in Taos, where they will prepare their own meals and have 
evenings to explore the local sites, including state parks and the 
surrounding community. We will take in the extraordinary sights 
of the Southwest by visiting Albuquerque and Santa Fe, two cities 
known for their cultural heritage. Our itinerary will also include a 
day trip to Colorado. 

Founded in 1976, Habitat for Humanity builds and remodels houses 
with the help of homeowner (partner) families and volunteers. The 
houses are sold to partner families at no profit and are financed with 
affordable loans. Habitat is currently building in more than 3,000 
locations and more than 90 countries around the world.

Please note: By the first day of the program, participants must be 16 
years old.
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This 10-day program gives students a unique opportunity to explore 
Moscow and St. Petersburg. Our itinerary will include visits to Red 
Square, Lenin’s Tomb, St. Basil’s Cathedral, Novodiechi Monastery 
(next to Swan Lake), and the Kremlin in Moscow. We’ll take the 
train to St. Petersburg, where we will see the tsar’s Winter Palace/
State Hermitage Museum, Catherine the Great’s Summer Palace, 
and the Peter and Paul Fortress from the Peter the Great era. We’ll 
also take in a Dostoevskii walking tour, a ballet performance at the 
world-famous Marinskii Theatre, and possibly a hockey game.  

Note that the estimated cost includes all airfare, train (from 
Moscow to St. Petersburg), visa, hotel, breakfast and dinner, tour 
expenses, and gratuities. Students will be responsible for their lunch 
expenses each day; these costs will be reasonable and relatively low 
(comparable to lunch prices in the United States) in both cities. 

Please note: The visa process for Russia can be complicated, and 
students will need to be prepared to turn in necessary documents as 
soon as we return from winter break. If you do not currently have a 
passport, consider getting one now. 

March 11 - 21, 2017

Hotchkiss in 
Russia

APPROXIMATE COST
$3,300
Includes transportation, breakfast 
and dinner, accommodations, and 
program.

LEADERS
Keith Moon and Ted Miller

APPLICATION  DEADLINE
Dec. 5, 2016, by 5 p.m.
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March 10 - 27, 2017

Hotchkiss in 
New Zealand
(Nature’s Laboratory)

APPROXIMATE COST
$6,000 per student
Includes international airfare, 
food, ground transportation, 
lodging and program.

LEADERS
Stephanie Thomas 
and Jenn Rinehart 

APPLICATION  DEADLINE
Dec. 5, 2016, by 5 p.m.

Taking inspiration from the science curriculum, students will explore 
one of the world’s most rugged and diverse landscapes while engag-
ing in hands-on learning. From rainforests to mountains, neon-blue 
glacial lakes to white-sand beaches, it’s hard to find a place with more 
varied landscapes in such close proximity. 

Science will come to life as we hike on a volcano, climb through caves, 
and experience the excitement of a geothermal landscape full of hot 
pools, mud pools and geysers. We will also observe marine life, canoe 
down a river full of geologic and human history, and see the incred-
ible southern sky on top of a mountain located in one of the world’s 
only “dark sky” reserves. In addition to homestays and farmstays, the 
Hotchkiss group will have the opportunity to spend a night with the 
indigenous people of New Zealand, the Maori, and learn more about 
their culture and way of life.

Please note: Applicants must have completed the Prep Science Core 
or equivalent science coursework. Activities will be subject to weather 
conditions.  
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Fourth Marking Period
and Summer 2017

Exchanges  
to Partner 
Schools

APPROXIMATE COST
Airfare and spending money.

CONTACT
David Thompson, Director of 
International Programs

APPLICATION  DEADLINE
Dec. 5, 2016, by 5 p.m. 
for 4th mp

Feb. 13, 2017 by 5 pm 
for summer

These exchanges allow our students to explore different national, 
school, and academic cultures, and often involve homestays with 
students that have been to Hotchkiss on exchange.

Exchange programs are offered in Australia, Colombia, France, 
Germany, India, Kenya, South Africa and many other countries. 

Students can go on a nine- to 10-week academic exchange during 
the fourth marking period and a six to seven-week exchange in the 
summer. Students on exchange in the fourth marking period receive 
a full year’s credit for work done through the third marking period, 
and structures are in place to ensure that they are ready for their 
Hotchkiss courses in September.

Please Note: Summer exchanges to Daly College (Indore, India) 
and Bishops College (Capetown, South Africa, all boys school) are 
now available.
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June, 2017

GEBG 
Collaborative Travel

(Colombia and 
South Korea)

APPROXIMATE  COST
Colombia: $3,150 plus airfare
South Korea: $3,500 plus airfare.

CONTACT
David Thompson, Director of
International Programs

APPLICATION  DEADLINE
Feb. 13, 2017, by 5 p.m.

Through our membership in the Global Education Benchmarking 
Group (GEBG), we have the opportunity to participate in 
collaborative travel with other GEBG schools. Three to four Hotchkiss 
students and one faculty member can join peers from other schools 
on the “Colombia: Peace in our time?” or “South Korea: A Cresting 
Wave?” programs. 

The groups will build context for travel beginning after March Break 
through an online pre-departure course and group discussions over 
meals or mutual free periods. During the program, students will learn 
transferable intercultural skills and be provided with suggestions for 
how to apply their learning both at home and at Hotchkiss. 

More information is available through the Envoys website: https://
envoys.com/gebg2017/ 

Please Note: These programs are only open to students who plan to 
return for the 2017-18 school year. The Colombia group will travel 
from June 11 to June 21 and the South Korea group will travel from 
June 21 to June 30.
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For students with background or interest in Chinese or East Asian 
history, economic development, and Chinese language and cul-
ture, this 12-day program will provide a first-hand look at modern 
China. We will experience China’s recent past by walking through 
Beijing and Shanghai, visiting important historical sites, wandering 
down ancient alleyways, and exploring an East German electron-
ics factory repurposed as an artist colony. These sites will challenge 
students’ notions of “modern China” and encourage them to think 
about how China balances the quest to be a fully modern nation 
with the desire to remain fully Chinese. 

We will chart an evolutionary trajectory through Chinese urban 
spaces, considering what the pasts of Beijing and Shanghai might 
suggest about the future development of these – and other – ris-
ing global cities. Our urban experience will be contrasted by an 
overnight stay at the Great Wall, where we will get a glimpse of a 
rural life while gaining another perspective on how urbanization 
has dramatically transformed the country. Along the way, we will be 
guided by a Beijing-based scholar of modern Chinese history and 
interact with journalists, academics, and cultural figures who will 
help connect the past to the present social, political, and environ-
mental challenges.

Please note: Airfare to Beijing and from Shanghai is not included. 
Students may choose to arrange their own travel or book together 
with the group. At least one Hotchkiss teacher will accompany 
those who choose to fly with the group from Newark to Beijing and 
from Shanghai back to Newark. Nonstop airfare is estimated to cost 
between $1,500-$1,700 per person.

This program is open to all students, though students of Mandarin 
will have many opportunities to speak the language. The group 
will have an extensive orientation involving pre-departure readings, 
research, and discussion. Each day in China, students will partici-
pate in a morning lecture to connect their pre-departure work with 
the day’s events. China requires visas, so it is important to begin the 
application process as soon as the group has been selected. 

June 14 - 25, 2017

Hotchkiss in 
China 

APPROXIMATE COST
$3,600 per student
Includes food, ground 
transportation, visa processing, 
lodging and program. Note 
that international airfare is not 
included. 

LEADER
Jared Hall

APPLICATION  DEADLINE
Feb. 13, 2017, at 5 p.m.
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June 14 - 25, 2017

Hotchkiss in 
Israel

(Archaeology)

APPROXIMATE COST
$6,000
Includes excavation costs, room 
and board at Achziv Field School, 
international airfare, museum and 
historical site entry fees, ground 
travel within Israel, weekend 
excursions, and program tuition.

LEADERS
Jason Larson
Nathan Seidenberg 

APPLICATION  DEADLINE
Feb. 13, 2017, at 5 p.m.

“Ruined was the house of the king...”
Kirta the King, Ancient Canaanite Epic

Hotchkiss students have the opportunity to join world-class 
archaeologists from George Washington University, University of 
Haifa, and Brandeis University in excavations at Tel Kabri, one of the 
largest tels (a tel is a mound of dirt and debris covering the remains of 
an ancient town or city) from the ancient Middle East. 

The site contains the remains of a Middle Bronze Age Canaanite 
palace in the western Galilee of Israel, and the palace is well-known 
for its Aegean-style frescoes and for holding the oldest and largest 
known wine-cellar in the ancient Near East. Kabri is in a quiet, 
rural area located only 10 minutes from Akko, one of the oldest 
continuously inhabited sites in the world, and the western Galilee has 
a rich Biblical, Greco-Roman, Medieval, Islamic, Crusader, Ottoman, 
Palestinian, and Israeli heritage. At Kabri, students will be introduced 
to scientific forensic work on ancient artifacts, work which includes 
residue analysis, petrographic analysis, zooarchaeology, neutron 
activation and stable isotope analyses, and archaeogeological analysis. 

Planned weekend excursions include field trips to Akko, Haifa, 
Galilee, Jerusalem, Caesarea, and the Dead Sea region, as well as 
shopping and tourism in Nahariya before returning to Hotchkiss. 

While archaeology is grounded in art and history, it also draws on the 
physical sciences and mathematics. Our student artists, scientists and 
mathematicians will come to a real, experiential understanding of how 
math and science are essential for understanding the history of a place 
and community.
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June 20 - July 10, 2017

Hotchkiss 
in Florence 

(Dance)

APPROXIMATE COST
$7,250* 
Includes international airfare, 
meals, lodging, excursions, 
ground transportation, museum 
and historical site entry fees, and 
program tuition.

LEADER
Alice Sarkissian-Wolf

APPLICATION  DEADLINE
Feb. 13, 2017, by 5 p.m.

Hotchkiss has partnered with the Florence Summer Dance Program 
to offer an intensive, three-week study of both classical ballet and 
modern dance for students ages 16-21. Now in its 18th year, FSD 
has brought together international and national educators, directors, 
choreographers and historians to promote the dissemination of the 
classical and avant-garde in dance pedagogy. 

Daily classes are held Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. - 5 
p.m. and encompass technique building, composition, repertory 
and dance history. Evenings include free time to explore and 
share communal dinners. Students collaborate with like-minded 
individuals both during classes and in preparation for the final 
performances at the end of the three weeks.

Weekend excursions include trips to cities such as Siena, Perugia, 
Volterra, or Castiglioncello by the sea. Students will stay at a B&B 
with small kitchens and shared accommodations.

*Please note: Italy requires visas for many visitors, so it is important 
to begin the application process as soon as the group has been 
selected. The estimated cost assumes international airfare of $2,000; 
tickets in the past have been closer to $1,000. Final cost ultimately 
depends on the number of students who participate.
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The Hotchkiss in Florence Art, Music, and Writing Program offers a 
summer arts experience in the unique setting of Florence. Students 
embrace the rhythms of daily life in Italy, surrounded by cultural 
landmarks and stunning landscapes and thrive in the stimulating 
environment of a music, arts, and writing festival. Daily activities will 
be complemented by excursions to museums, churches, art galleries, 
and architectural points of interest.
 
The music program offers study in piano and orchestra instruments. 
A typical day consists of individual practice time and a private lesson 
or masterclass with guest performers, followed by a concert or visit to 
a cultural site. At the end of the program, all students participate in at 
least one public performance.
 
The artistic component of the program involves drawing and painting 
from direct observation — en plein air. The group will spend the 
morning focusing on various aspects of landscape, light and color, 
and architecture, with highly individualized instruction. Students 
work on their own in the afternoons and reconvene for the evening 
meal and activities. 
 
In the grandeur of Florence, great Renaissance literature comes 
alive. Students read and discuss excerpts from Dante, Boccaccio, 
Machiavelli, Petrarch, and Michelangelo. During excursions and 
seminars, students will have the chance to focus on their own creative 
writing. Exercises might include an ekphrastic poem in the Uffizi, a 
satire on tourism, a short story about Galileo, or a sonnet —even a 
terza rima.
 
Please note: Italy requires visas for many visitors, so it is important to 
begin the application process as soon as the group has been selected.

June 25 - July 7, 2017
(estimated)

Hotchkiss in 
Florence  

(Art, Music, Writing)

APPROXIMATE COST 
$3,500 
Does not include international 
airfare.
Cost will cover food, ground 
transportation, lodging and 
program fees.

LEADERS
Gisele Witkowksi, Fabio 
Witkowski, Brad Faus, and 
Susan Kinsolving

APPLICATION  DEADLINE
Feb. 13, 2017, by 5 p.m.
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LEADERS

July 10 - 23, 2017

Hotchkiss on 
RSIS

APPROXIMATE COST

APPLICATION  DEADLINE

$1,250 
Does not include international 
airfare.

Round Square
Project Leaders

Dec. 5, 2016, by 5 p.m.

Service is a central pillar of Round Square, and Hotchkiss students and 
faculty have the opportunity to work collaboratively with other Round 
Square schools on service projects around the globe.

The Round Square International Service (RSIS) Project works with local 
communities to identify their needs. Each project team is made up of 
an experienced adult leadership team and 30-40 students from Round 
Square Schools. Participants will take turns being student leaders during 
the project, assuming responsibility for the organization of the day, 
briefing their peers, giving an overview of safety and risk management, 
and organizing a student rotation to help with different chores at camp. 
Students will be given feedback by their peers and the adult leaders and 
will each receive a personal report after the trip.

All participants will:
• Have the opportunity to lead a truly international team
• Develop their problem solving, presentation, facilitating and  
   communication skills
• Grow in self-confidence, personal responsibility and self-awareness
• Test and hone their management and negotiation skills

For the summer of 2017, there is a two-week “Big Build” project in 
Tanzania, with a focus on education. 

Please note:  Round Square has a rolling application process. Contact 
David Thompson for project descriptions and applications. Applicants 
must be 16 years old by the project date.
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Design thinking empowers leaders across the globe to develop in-
novative solutions to some of the world’s most pressing problems. 
The design thinking methodology combines ethnographic research, 
empathy, rigorous creativity, and rapid cycle experimentation to 
tackle issues faced by policy makers, social entrepreneurs, technolo-
gists, and business leaders. The summer design challenge program in 
Malmo, Sweden offers a capstone experience for Design for Social 
Impact students, allowing them to apply the problem-solving skills 
they have learned throughout the school year to a real-world global 
issue: migration in Europe.

Patterns of migration into and within Europe have changed dramati-
cally over the past several years due to many complex geopolitical, 
cultural, and economic factors. As innovations in travel and com-
munications and developments in politics and economics shift the 
movement of people on the European continent, the struggles of 
migrants have emerged as a pressing global issue.

The city of Malmo provides a dynamic and diverse setting to inves-
tigate these challenges and develop alternatives to support marginal-
ized groups of people. In partnerships with local organizations, we 
will work to develop a nuanced understanding of the challenges 
facing migrants and Europeans in Malmo with an empathy-driven 
approach. We will then identify concepts and solutions that aim to 
support these organizations to address the important challenges re-
lated to migration in Malmo, as well as Scandinavia as a whole. We 
will create our own designs for social impact, and along the way, we 
will enjoy Swedish cinnamon buns, summer sunsets, and excursions 
to Copenhagen.

Please note: While students taking the Design for Social Impact 
course are best suited to this program, interested students are en-
couraged to apply. Some students will need visas and should begin 
the application process as soon as the group is selected.  

June 13 - 22, 2017

Hotchkiss in 
Sweden

(Design Thinking)

APPROXIMATE COST
$3,650 
Includes international airfare, 
ground transportation, lodging, 
meals, entrance fees, and 
program. 

LEADERS
Adam Lang
Wendy Levithan

APPLICATION  DEADLINE
Feb. 13, 2017, by 5 p.m.


