


The Hotchkiss School seeks to inspire a diverse range of students who are committed to the betterment 
of self and society, and to cultivate in them at the highest standards of excellence
   

imagination and intellect,
openness and personal integrity,
empathy and responsible citizenship

that they may discover and fulfill their potential as individuals fully engaged in our world.

The Hotchkiss School Mission



Hotchkiss is defined by a culture of respect: respect for oneself and one another; respect for ideas and learning, for the 
process of discovery and creation; respect for our bodies and well-being; and respect for nature and the planet. This culture 
of respect is deeply rooted in our DNA. George Van Santvoord, a graduate of the Class of 1908 who served as Hotchkiss’s 
headmaster from 1926 to 1955, extolled the importance of intelligence, curiosity, discipline, and character. He wrote, 
“Tolerance is desirable, but it is rather a neutral stance. Isn’t it better to prize the admirable qualities of those unlike oneself?” 
These are among the enduring values I see at Hotchkiss today: a culture of respect, a curiosity about all things, and an 
admiration for individual difference and individual talent.

We are an intentionally diverse, inclusive learning community, and we believe in the profound learning that occurs in a 
residential school whose members have been carefully selected for their gifts and potential.

I encourage you to visit this very special place. We look forward to welcoming you.

Sincerely, 

Craig W. Bradley
Head of School

A Message from the Head of School



A Commitment  
to Each Other

Hotchkiss is committed to building a 
community that respects a range of lived 

experiences, cultures, beliefs, and abilities. 

The strength of the Hotchkiss community lies in 
being inclusive and supportive. It is both small 
and large—small enough for students to get to 
know each other and make lifelong friends, yet 
large enough to learn from people who bring  

with them new perspectives.  

We build our life in common from a place of  
respect and support.

 Learning by 
Living

Students learn trust, mutual respect, and 
compassion through a shared living experience. 
Under the guidance of dorm faculty and trained 
proctors, students learn to build a community in 

which they can thrive. 

The residential program supports community  
life and the changing needs of adolescents  
as they mature into young adults. Students 

learn how to manage their responsibilities and 
time — and how to care for themselves and the 

people around them.

 90+
student
proctors

93%
of students live
in a dormitory;

100% are  
assigned a room

13
residence

halls



Fun and  
Exploration

Some students know their strengths.  
Some want to discover hidden talents. 
And everyone can try something new.

60+
student clubs, service organizations, and arts 
groups, including Fairfield Farm Ecosystem 
and Adventure Team (FFEAT), Astronomy 

Club, The Hotchkiss Record, art and literary 
magazines, and music ensembles. 

Visit hotchkiss.org/find-your-interests for a list of 
student activities. 

Ideas and Exchanges
It’s not just what you think, but how you think. Challenge your 
assumptions. Nurture your curiosity. Learn from each other. 

Hotchkiss offers a breadth and depth of study that trains stu-
dents for the academic and intellectual demands of college— 
and whatever they choose to do next. Students grapple with the 
complex issues facing our world today, learn to read literature 
through new lenses, and work together in science labs. In every 
facet of academic life, students explore different ways of thinking 
and discover their passions. 

 

courses offered 
200+

Average 
class size of 

12
22

AP  
courses

153
faculty  

members

ACADEMIC DEPARTMENTS 
Classical & Modern Languages (Chinese, 
French, German, Greek, Latin, Russian, 

and Spanish), English, Humanities & Social 
Sciences (History, Philosophy, Religion, and 

Economics), Mathematics & Computer, 
Science, and Visual & Performing Arts.

A deeply committed faculty of teachers and 
advisors guides students throughout the day. 

off-campus learning programs  
around the world, including Round 
Square and School Year Abroad11



Academic Program

Our goal is to produce graduates who are well-prepared for 
the academic and intellectual demands of college study and 
possess the social and emotional intelligence to thrive wherever 
they go next. Our students learn how to take risks, fail, persist, 
and succeed. Along the way, they pursue global literacy, are 
enlisted as environmental stewards, and learn the complexities 
of civic engagement. All academic departments offer electives, 
independent studies, and advanced courses at the AP level and 
beyond. 
 
The following pages offer an overview of each area of study. 

The Classical & Modern Languages 
Through formal study of languages, students develop the skills 
to help them cross cultural barriers, grasp how language works, 
and see how it shapes our understanding of the world. Classical 
language courses in both Greek and Latin enable students to 
study the ancient world as intimately as possible by reading 
texts written by the ancients themselves. Modern language 
courses—including Chinese, French, German, and Spanish—are 
designed to provide students with as much exposure as possible 
through listening, speaking, reading, writing, building awareness 
of cultural events, values, and differences. Upper-level courses 
emphasize reading and literary analysis. Selected students may 
complete their upper mid (11th grade) or senior (12th grade) 
year abroad in Beijing, China; Rennes, France; Viterbo, Italy; or 
Zaragoza, Spain, with the School Year Abroad program. 

A student may qualify for a Classics Diploma with extensive work 
in Latin and Greek by completing one of the following: four 
levels of Latin and three of Greek; five levels of Latin and two of 
Greek; or four levels of Latin and two of Greek in addition to a 
Classics independent study.

New students must take a placement test in order to enroll in any 
language course beyond the introductory level. Placement tests 
are taken in May or June, before the start of the new school year.

English
English classes at Hotchkiss function with an 
abiding interest in language and in the power 
of individual and group inquiry. Whether 
mastering grammar, developing clear, fluid 
written expression, or analyzing essays, poems, 
plays, novels, students learn from teachers and 
each other. To prepare students for a world 
that demands many forms of literacy, teachers 
guide students to think about the many 
ways a text communicates, with an emphasis 
on vocabulary enrichment and the writing 
process. At every level, students learn the 
basics of good writing, perceptive reading, and 
thoughtful analysis. 



Humanities & Social Sciences
Humanities & Social Sciences courses examine how people across 
time have tried to understand and organize their worlds. Courses 
in economics, global and U.S. history, philosophy, and religion 
emphasize critical and analytical thinking as well as clear written and 
oral expression. In addition, an increasing number of courses are 
interdisciplinary, and global themes suffuse many of our offerings. 

The Humanities Program is a coordinated curriculum comprised 
of courses in English, history, the arts, and philosophy & religion. 
Students gain an understanding of how people in diverse times and 
places made sense of themselves and the world around them by 
examining essential questions about knowledge, the “good” life and 
society, and the role of human beings in the natural world.

Human Development
Human Development (HD) is a two-year 
program for preps and lower mids designed 
to help them understand their own personal 
growth and development and provide a safe, 
supportive environment for discussions about 
physical and emotional well-being, drugs and 
alcohol, and healthy relationships. The goal of 
the program is to help our students learn how 
to live in a community and prepare for the 
challenges of becoming independent young 
adults. No academic credit is given for this 
course, and students are graded on a pass/fail 
basis.



Science
All Hotchkiss science courses are built on the belief that science is 
creative, innovative, and dynamic. Teachers emphasize the importance 
of observation and analysis, oral and written communication, 
the scientific method, and creative problem solving. Laboratory 
experimentation and hands-on activities are the basis for nearly all 
science courses. Field-based courses allow students to explore the 
habitats and environments that comprise our campus through the 
lens of scientific inquiry and global ecology. In addition to standard 
and AP-track courses in biology, chemistry, environmental science, 
and physics, the elective program allows students to explore a variety 
of interests in courses such as astronomy, robotics, anatomy, and 
biochemistry. The department also offers independent study and 
research opportunities for students who are motivated to study a 
particular on their own.

Mathematics & Computer
Mathematics & Computer courses help 
students discover and appreciate the power, 
logic, and beauty of mathematics. Students 
learn to read, write, and discuss mathematics 
with clarity and confidence as they solve 
problems with creativity and perseverance. At 
all levels of math, students explore functions, 
iteration and recursion, transformations, 
proof and reasoning, algebraic properties 
and notation, statistics, and shape and space, 
while learning to use technology thoughtfully 
and effectively. New students must take a 
placement test before enrolling in a math 
course. 

Visual & Performing Arts
The visual & performing arts program thrives 
on the collaborative energy of dance, music, 
photography, theatre, and visual arts. Each 
department offers courses designed to support 
and engage both the curious beginner and the 
committed art student. Through the arts, students 
develop the tools for authentic self-expression, 
gain confidence, and expand their capacity for 
reflection. The program celebrates multiple 
perspectives, emphasizing the connectedness 
between the arts and other disciplines. In addition 
to the fully credited academic program, the 
department offers a breadth of opportunities 
outside the class day that foster creativity, 
collaboration, and independent exploration. 



Sample Electives
Architecture is an upper-level elective in 
the arts department that stresses innovation 
and an entrepreneurial point of view. 
Students challenge contemporary design 
conventions relative to our built environment 
in this yearlong course. Students receive a 
foundation in the history of architecture and 
contemporary design issues with assignments 
ranging from purely conceptual projects, such 
as designing a space with eight columns and 
a continuous plane or creating an innovative 
light sculpture, to the execution of floor plans, 
sections, elevations, and presentation models 
for real-world “green” residential projects. 

The Constitution and the Supreme Court 
in Contemporary America is an upper-level 
history elective that explores the role that the 
Supreme Court plays in American society 
through an analysis of selected topics in 
constitutional law. The course begins with an 
overview of the history and functioning of the 
Court and then moves to examine topics 

such as freedom of speech and religion, due process, equal protection, 
and search and seizure. The course utilizes the case method to develop 
analytical thinking and writing skills. Current events, cases on the 
Court’s docket and present-day political realities figure prominently.

The Narrative Film focuses on the elements of visual storytelling. By 
studying short, classic, and contemporary independent films, students 
acquire an understanding of film language and structure. Particular 
attention is given to how the camera tells the story, finding an 
authentic voice, and shaping the story in the editing process. Students 
produce a short group project and short individual or collaborative 
films. The class shoots on a semi-professional digital camera, the 
Canon XA10, and edits on Avid Media Composer. Final projects are 
screened before an audience at the end of the year.

Robotics is a one-semester course in which students are introduced 
to the building, calibration, and programming of small remotely 
controlled and autonomous vehicles. Using various robotics platforms, 
students create a series of robotic vehicles, each more complex in the 
way it senses and reacts to the environment. The Vex Robotics System 
is used extensively with sensors such as ultrasonic motion detectors, 
infrared distance sensors, sound sensors, photodiodes, touch sensors, 
etc. At the end of the semester, students participate in a robotics 
competition, such as the Trinity College Firefighting Robot Contest.

For a complete course listing, visit hotchkiss.org/course-catalog.

Independent Study Courses can be of great 
value for the students who have exhausted the 
curriculum within an academic department. 
ISCs can be undertaken by upper mids and 
seniors with the permission a faculty member, 
who works with individual students or small 
groups on an advanced, independent course of 
study. 
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Travel Programs
Off-campus programs provide students with learning 
opportunities that challenge them to blend the 
knowledge, skills, and understanding gained at 
Hotchkiss with those gained in a different context. 
Exchanges focus on participating in the community 
life of the receiving school and experiencing the 
culture of the host country. Course work completed 
during these off–campus programs receives full 
credit, is incorporated into Hotchkiss grade 
point average calculations, and satisfies Hotchkiss 
distribution requirements. Our membership in 
Round Square allows students to go on exchanges 
to 160 schools in 39 countries and participate in 
Round Square International Service (RSIS) Projects 
during the summer. 
 
These programs are approved by Hotchkiss: 
  CityTerm: www.cityterm.org 
  Chewonki Semester School: www.chewonki.org/mcs 
  Island School: www.islandschool.org 
  High Mountain Institute: www.hminet.org 
  School Year Abroad (SYA): www.sya.org

To learn more, visit hotchkiss.org/academics/travel-programs.

More Resources
 
College Advising
Through a student-centered approach, the College 
Advising Office fosters independence and critical 
thinking and supports students as they take the 
lead in their college process. The office helps 
students develop a range of options for life after 
graduation, prepare applications that represent 
their values and talents, and thoughtfully select 
the path that suits them best.  
 

The Center for Teaching and 
Learning

The Center for Teaching and Learning offers 
support and specific assistance with study skills, 
time management, reading, and writing. The 
Center also ensures that the needs of students 
with diagnosed learning disabilities are addressed. 

College Matriculation
Top ten colleges and universities in order of 

matriculants, 2014-17

Yale University
New York University

Georgetown University

Cornell
University

University
of Chicago

Middlebury College
Dartmouth 

College
Harvard 

University
Princeton
University

Trinity College



Sample Coursework

Prep Year (9th grade)

Humanities 
 English Prep Humanities - English 
 History Prep Humanities - History 
 Philosophy & Religion Prep Humanities - Philosophy & Religion 
 Art Prep Humanities 
Languages By placement, or interest
Mathematics By placement
Science Prep Science Core 
Human Development Prep Seminar

Lower Mid Year (10th grade)

Humanities 
 English LM Humanities - English 
 History LM Humanities - History 
 Philosophy & Religion LM Humanities - Philosophy & Religion 
 Art LM Humanities - Continued
Languages Continued
Mathematics Continued
Science Biology, Chemistry, or Physics
Human Development Human Development 250

Upper Mid Year (11th grade)

English AP Literature and Composition
History AP United States History
Languages Continued
Mathematics Continued
Science Biology, Chemistry, or Physics

Senior Year (12th grade)

English Honors Senior English
History The Supreme Court  
Languages Fifth-Year Spanish
Mathematics AP Calculus AB
Science AP Environmental Science

Graduation Requirements By Subject and Entrance Year

Entering as a Prep  Total credits 19

English Prep and Lower Mid Humanities 
  Upper Mid and Senior English  
Humanities &  Prep and Lower Mid Humanities 
Social Sciences (H&SS) 
Art  Prep and Lower Mid Humanities
Languages      Through the third level of a language  
	 	 offered	at	Hotchkiss,	by	placement	or	study
Mathematics Through the third level and geometry,  
	 	 by	placement	or	study
Science Prep Science Core plus one year  
	 	 laboratory	science

Entering as an Upper Mid  Total credits 9

English Upper Mid and Senior English 
Humanities &  A research paper, U.S. History and Social Sciences  
Social	Sciences	(H&SS)	 (H&SS)	one	credit	earned	in	H&SS	at	Hotchkiss	 
  or at a previous high school * 
Art  None
Languages						 Through	the	third	level	of	a	language	offered	 
	 	 at	Hotchkiss,	by	placement	or	study	or	through	 
	 	 the	second	level	by	study	at	Hotchkiss
Mathematics Through the third level and geometry,  
	 	 by	placement	or	study
Science	 Two	years	laboratory	science	earned	at 
	 	 Hotchkiss	or	a	previous	high	school

* Entering students who have taken a year of U.S. History can apply to the H&SS department for a waiver of this requirement. If this waiver is granted, then the students are required to earn an additional credit in the H&SS 
and to write (or demonstrate they have written) a research paper to Hotchkiss standards.

Entering as a Lower Mid  Total credits 14

English Lower Mid Humanities 
  Upper Mid and Senior English 
Humanities &  Lower Mid Humanities  
Social Sciences (H&SS) plus one credit in H&SS
Art  Lower Mid Humanities
Languages      Through the third level of a language  
	 	 offered	at	Hotchkiss,	by	placement	or	study
Mathematics Through the third level and geometry,  
	 	 by	placement	or	study
Science	 Two	years	laboratory	science
 
 
 
Entering as a Senior or Postgraduate  Total credits 4

English Senior English  
Humanities &  A research paper and U.S. History  
Social Sciences (H&SS) (Postgraduates are exempt)
Art  None
Languages						 Through	the	third	level	of	a	language	offered	 
	 	 at	Hotchkiss,	by	placement	or	study	or	through	 
	 	 the	second	level	by	study	at	Hotchkiss 
  (Postgraduates are exempt)
Mathematics Through the third level and geometry,  
	 	 by	placement	or	study	(Postgraduates	are	exempt)
Science None
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10-lane swimming pool, 2 ice hockey rinks  
(NHL and Olympic-size), 8 international-size squash 

courts, a fitness center, and training rooms
Other facilities:  9-hole golf course, 15 outdoor tennis 
courts, 6-lane track and stadium, paddle tennis courts, 
climbing walls, 5 additional fields, a boathouse on Lake 

Wononscopomuc for competitive sailing,
and indoor tennis courts.

Bearcat Athletics
Since its founding, Hotchkiss has recognized the importance 

of combining academic pursuits with a strong physical 
education. The goal of our athletic program is to help 

student-athletes become more confident, both physically and 
mentally, because that confidence carries over into all areas of 

campus life.

square-foot 
athletic center212,000 

60+ athletic teams, including varsity, 
junior varsity, thirds, and club



Esther Eastman Music Center 
16 practice and ensemble rooms, 10 classrooms, 

digital recording studio, radio station, and a 
715-seat auditorium  

 
The arts program at Hotchkiss offers a 

multitude of opportunities for students to 
express themselves creatively and pursue their 

passions. In each discipline, students train 
with working artists at the top of their field 
— both artists-in-residence and Hotchkiss 

faculty — and hone their craft in state-of-the-
art facilities. 

The Arts at 
Hotchkiss

The Tremaine Art Gallery 
provides a museum-quality exhibition space 
for students and guest artists to display their 

work

2 performance spaces for dance and theatre 



An Extraordinary 
Landscape

The natural setting of our campus, in its beauty and 
biodiversity, provides both sanctuary and inspiration—a 
remarkable place to learn. Students can take advantage of 

miles of hiking and running trails, explore Beeslick Woods, 
swim in Lake Wononscopomuc, take in the majestic 

Berkshire mountains, and enjoy clear views of the stars.

acres surrounded by the Litchfield Hills
and the Berkshire-Taconic landscape

280
acres at  

Hotchkiss’s  
Fairfield Farm 

The Nature Conservancy  
calls the Berkshire-Taconic 

landscape one of 

200
“Last Great Places” in the world.
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 32%
of students receive

financial aid

Making Hotchkiss 
Affordable

Hotchkiss has been committed to supporting talented students 
with its strong financial resources since 1891. Founder Maria 

Bissell Hotchkiss insisted on offering scholarships to deserving 
students. Today, we honor her belief more than ever.

$46,339 
average financial aid
award per student

million
total in 

financial aid 
awarded  
this year 

   $9.44   

How to Apply
Step 1 
 
Step 2 
 
Step 3 
  
Step 4 

TELL US ABOUT YOU 

Fill out an inquiry form 

VISIT

Schedule an on-campus tour and interview 

LEARN ABOUT STANDARDIZED TESTING

Find out when and	where	to	take	standardized	tests

COMPLETE THE APPLICATION

Submit	online	through	Gateway	to	Prep	Schools

hotchkiss.org/apply



Our 280-acre Fairfield Farm allows students 
to put environmental stewardship principles 
into practice and supplies organically grown 
meats, fruits, and vegetables to the dining hall. 
It also provides a magnificent backdrop for arts, 
humanities, and science classes, which use the 
farm for outdoor labs, discussions, and projects. 



The Hotchkiss School
11 Interlaken Road
Lakeville, CT 06039
www.hotchkiss.org


